
Collaboration GRID
Advanced Video Conferencing

Access GRID

EVO (Enabling Virtual Organisations)

VRE (Virtual Research Environment)

“Low-hanging fruit”
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 UKERNA Introduction to AccessGRID



Access GRID
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What researchers really want….

A transparent tool that:

 Absolutely no barriers to getting started

 User operated

 Requires just a web cam and headset plugged into my computer

 Has no associated software installation…

 …and I can tell  my collaborators to go to a just a web link

 Is Cross-platform: Windows, Linux, Macintosh

 Has no associated costs … research can continue when the grant 
runs out

 Hi-quality video and sound, multiple cameras, low-latency

 Bridges to standard H.323 MCU, and SIP sessions

 Shared Whiteboard

 Ability to share my computer screen/desktop and „point‟

 Share files, pictures, video

 Works with Unicast or Multicast, no complicated firewall settings
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 Funded by Department of Energy (US)

 Developed at Caltech

 Used by researchers worldwide
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Virtual Research Environment
SAKAI-VRE
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Virtual Research Environments

 At their most basic, these are collaborative 
environments that enable:

◦ communicating via both asynchronous (email, bulletin 
boards) and real-time (instant messaging, text chat, 
and less commonly, voice- and videoconferencing) 
channels

◦ sharing documents

◦ managing a "virtual organisation" e.g. meeting calendar, 
project management tools

◦ aggregating information e.g. through RSS feeds from 
sites of relevance.

 “myspace.com” for Researchers
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Uptake

 Launched last month, our VRE already has 

◦ Over 200 self-registered participants

◦ involved in over 30 projects in Humanities, 

Science and Engineering

 Based on the UK JISC work on the 

SAKAI Virtual Research Enviroment
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